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Clarkston Develops Master
Plan for Friendship Forest

riendship Forest Wildlife Sanctuary is an approximately 15.7
Facre park located entirely within the City of Clarkston. The

access road is located off E. Ponce de Leon Avenue approxi-
mately 72 mile north of the Clarkston central business district. But
if asked, many people who live and work in Clarkston would not
know where this potentially important resource is located. Even if
they did know where it was located, they may be reluctant to visit
due to issues with lack of visibility. The City of Clarkston is deter-
mined to change that perception. The first step has been taken by
commissioning the development of a Master Plan for the former

abandoned DeKalb County Park. Continued on page 3 C|aI'kSt0n Wi ns G PA Awa rd

ciation (GPA) recognizes communities throughout the state that

have conducted projects or developed plans that embody inno-
vation, creativity, effectiveness and viability. Last month, Clarkston’s
Livable Centers Initiative 10-Year Plan Update was recognized by GPA
with the award for Outstanding Planning Document — Small Commu-
nity. The award was presented at the GPA Annual Fall Conference on
September 10th in Savannah. On hand to accept the award were Plan-
ning & Development Manager Jason Gaines and Laura Richter of TSW,
Inc., who served as the lead consultant on the development of the plan.

Each year, the Georgia Chapter of the American Planning Asso-




CITY NEWS

Clarkston Police Judgmental Use of Force Training

uring the month of July the the officer to use deadly force, others did

Clarkston Police Department took  not. This allowed for the evaluation of the

part in Judgmental Use of Force officer’s ability to judge the appropriate
Training. This training utilized video sce- level of force necessary for each scenario
narios that required officers to make real- they were presented. After the simulation,
time decisions on the appropriate level of the video could be played back to review
force to use in each of the simulations they  the actions taken by each officer. Mayor
were presented. Each Officer was present-  Terry, Councilman Hogan and civilian staff
ed with a variety of scenarios including members also participated in the training.
Domestic Violence calls, an Armed Rob-  This provided each participant with a lim-
bery in Progress and an Active Shooter at  ited perspective of the situations and real-
a School. While some simulations required  time decisions faced by Police Officers.

City of Clarkston Connection is a publication of KDA Communications. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion
of the publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume
responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written permission of KDA Communications.
The information and advertisements contained in this Newsletter are provided for City of Clarkston as a courtesy only. No representations are made as to information

presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or
Contact us today for more information! the veracity of the statements relating to the goods and ser-
678.905.4842 » sales@kda-communications.com vices. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements
) } . . ’ does not constitute an endorsement by the Neighborhood of
communications Www.kda-communications.com such opinions, information, goods or services.




Friendship Forest Continued From Cover

The City contracted with the firm of AMEC, Foster, Wheeler to de-
velop the Master Plan which will include diagrams that depict the
locations of park facilities, provisions for ingress, egress and park-
ing, pedestrian circulation, linkages with other resources, locations
for signage and recommendations for any landscape planting. Pre-
liminary order-of-magnitude cost estimates for each programmatic
element, utilities and infrastructure will also be provided.

The process included the development of a base map that reflected
the existing park site. The project team conducted a detailed visual
survey of all park environs. This reconnaissance level survey in-
cluded an inventory of physical and environmental features, trans-
portation networks, aesthetics, view sheds, adjacent land use and
neighborhood character. The project team utilized this information
to prepare an analysis that focused on the development potential of
the existing park site along with an identification of opportunities
and constraints.

An initial public meeting was held on July 30th to inform the com-
munity about the project and to gather initial input. The informa-
tion gathered from this meeting was integrated with a review of
known issues and provided guidance for development of alterna-
tive concept plans. A second public meeting was held on Septem-
ber 3rd to inform the public regarding the current status of the proj-
ect, to present the alternative master plans, to identify significant
issues for further analysis, and establish a concept for the park.

The AMEC team is in the process of developing final park mas-
ter plan drawings, technical memoranda, cost estimates and other
supporting documents which will be assembled into a final report
reflecting the cumulative effort of the planning process. The City
Council will vote to accept the results of the Master Plan at the
November Council Meeting.
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CITY NEWS

By Justine Okello

Communicycle in 2012, and become a formal Clarkston

Community Center (CCC) program in 2013. Traditionally
offering one open shop day per week, Clarkston Communicycle
used volunteers to oversee the bike shop, fix bikes and teach clients
how to fix bikes. Bikes were made available for purchase at a flat
rate or through an “earn-a-bike” program where participants
learned how to build and fix used bikes with help of
the shop volunteers. Clarkston Communicycle also
held open shop hours during the Clarkston Farm-
ers Market time and CC volunteers also provid-
ed education on safe cycling techniques to CCC
after school programs.

c larkston Communicycle was established by volunteers from

The City of Clarkston saw a need to educate
its diverse population on bike safety, and in
doing so they funded Clarkston Communicycle
Program to promote bicycle use and extensively
educate the public on bike safety. At the center are
three key building blocks for the program: education
and enrichment, infrastructure, and sustainability. The
program addresses bike safety on many levels: providing bike
safety at after-school programs and summer camps; visiting apart-
ment complexes; and also recreational parks and Thrifttown park-
ing lot. It is popular with the community and has reached over 510
youth alone since May 2015. The program is run by Shakir Shakir,
the recreational coordinator and bike mechanic, and Justine Okello
who is the bike safety educator and community connector, plus
numerous volunteers and two part time shop staff.

Clarkston Communicycle program assists local youth in safe bi-
cycle operation in urban settings and also offers training in tangible

Clarkston Comunicycle

The goal of
the City of Clarkston
and Clarkston
Communicycle is to
promote safe bicycle
use and increase
cycling amongst
the people in
the area.

lifelong skills related to bicycling. With the diversity of Clarkston
city, there are many people biking without proper knowledge of
traffic rules. One community member said, “Back home cyclist are
not really mindful of bike safety while on the road and there are
no bike lanes, let alone we don’t put on helmets and we just bike.”
A similar statement has been said by many, mostly refugees. How-
ever, we have US born members who also fall in a similar category
of not considering bike safety as a precaution.

Recently on September 12, 2015, New American Path-
ways a resettlement agency contacted Clarkston
Communicycle to offer bike safety training to
their 85 clients who were all to be given bikes
to help them with transport challenges. Larry
Kaiser, planner with the City of Clarkston was
one of the guest representatives at the event.

The goal of the City of Clarkston and Clarkston
Communicycle is to promote safe bicycle use
and increase cycling amongst the people in the
area. In this regard, Clarkston Communicycle
Biking Club has also been established to encourage
biking amongst the community members, this has con-

tinued to attract the community where we have both youth and
elders join in on the biking every Saturday from 10am — 1lam.

This is a message from Clarkston Communicycle team, “You don’t
have to log thousands of miles to gain rewards from riding your
bike more and driving your car less. Regardless of whether you’re
on a fancy new two-wheeler or the battered old reliable you bought
years ago, bike riding not only gives you a terrific workout with
lots of interest and fun to keep you going but also may help your
financial health at the same time it boosts your physical condition
when you bike to do shopping, commuting, visiting friends or just
taking a joy ride”.
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CITY NEWS
Clean-Up Clarkston Campaign

By Mayor Ted Terry intended to be punitive. Landlords violating the property
) maintenance code will get a warning, and everyone who gets
H ave your ever driven through downtown Clarkston 4 warning will have a chance to pick up the trash, mow the

and seen trash strewn all over the pgrking lots of the  g1ags, fix broken buildings, or otherwise bring their property
shopping centers? Maybe taken a leisurely walk and up to acceptable standards.

noticed a bank owned property has 3-foot-tall grass
and weeds surrounding the curb. You probably
thought: I wish someone would do some-
thing about that.

Hopefully you have already noticed the dif-
ference. Driving down Market street, you
might notice that buildings have a fresh
coat of paint, parking lots are clear of
trash more often, old broken signs
have been replaced, and bank-owned
residential properties are actually
keeping up appearances for a change.

Well, I’'m happy to report that Clarkston
is in the middle of a city-wide cleanup
campaign. As part of this campaign,
we are going through every Apartment
Complex in the city, every shopping
center, as well surveying our neighbor-
hoods. All with the intent of making
Clarkston a cleaner and greener place to
live.

We are committed to making our com-
munity a cleaner, greener and healthier
place to live. Thank you for helping
make Clarkston a place we are all proud

to call home.
Now, these “sweeps” as we call them, are not

‘”r CITY OF
CLARKS,TONV
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CITY NEWS

By McKenzie Wren

Clarkston Community Center and City of Clarkston are

proud to announce the first ever Clarkston Streets Alive!
The event kicks off at 2:00 p.m. with a bicycle parade leaving
from the Clarkston Community Center, and event continues until
5 p.m. Enjoy biking, skating, walking and rolling down the streets
and take part in this fun, free, family-friendly event!

Streets Alive is coming to Clarkston! On November 8, the

Streets alive initiatives open streets for people by temporarily clos-
ing them to cars to create a whole new healthy, sustainable and vi-
brant city street experience. The Open Streets movement is about
so much more than the bike. Open Streets are about getting com-
munities active and changing the way people view their streets and
neighborhoods. And the beautiful thing about Open Streets is they
are for everyone--from young to old, from people on skateboards
and rollerblades to people in wheelchairs and unicycles.

Participants can expect a wealth of activities hosted by community
organizations and businesses.
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Your Premier Realtor

Bridget Johnson

Premier Service for Buyers and Sellers

Office: 678 578-2700
Fax. 678 578-2710
Cell: 678 755-4558
Email: Johnshab252@gmail.com

kw CHATTAHOOCHEE
NORTH

KELLERWILLIAMS

Clarkston Stre

ets Alive!
Community groups and businesses can get involved by: extending
business onto the sidewalk by setting up cafe tables or displays
and serving guests and customers; planning or sponsoring an ac-

tivity that activates the space in front of their business; volunteer-
ing to help run the event or becoming a sponsor of the event

The Route: The streets of Clarkston will spring to life on Sunday,
November 8 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., as a 1.2 -mile loop on N Indian
Creek, Debelle and Market Streets are opened to people on foot,
bike, and other human-powered activities, and closed to motor-
ized traffic. The route will connect Clarkston across the track and
include all the streets inside the circle.

For more information, email info@clarkstoncommunitycenter.org
and stay tuned for an interactive map, which will be available the
week before the event. The Clarkston Streets Alive Facebook page
will be up soon too with all the information you could hope for!

Clarkston Streets Alive is an initiative of the Clarkston Commu-
nity Center and City of Clarkston in partnership with Atlanta Bi-
cycle Coalition.

It takes a community to care for our homeless and death row dogs & cats!

PLEASE HELP SAVE A LIFE TODAY!
Donate

(Tax deductible: Monetary or Supplies)

Foster or Adopt

Check us out online to view our “Pet of the week” and all our awesome
dogs and cats listed on PetFinder.com looking for a forever or a loving foster home!
Dates available on our website for PetSmart adoption days.

S01C3, Wer

=
Green Pets America wyyw, GreenPets America.com « ¢'1/GreenPetsAmerica
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CITY NEWS

Five candidates seek council
seats in November City Election

/ : Five candidates have filed for three Council seats currently held by
: Jean Brown, Warren Hadlock and Dianne Leonetti. Warren Hadlock
is the only Incumbent seeking re-election.

The election will be held Tues- o .

day, November 3, 2015. Voting Qualified Candidates

will take place at Clarkston In- - Beverly H. Burks
ternational Bible Church, 3895 .

Church Street, Clarkston, GA * Birenara Dhakal

from 7:00 am. to 7:00 p.m. * Awet “Howard” Eyasu
Any person who is a resident of - Warren Hadlock (1)

the City of Clarkston and who ) o

is registered at least thirty (30) + Mario Williams

days prior to this election with

the DeKalb County Board of Registrations and Elections as an elector
within the City of Clarkston shall be eligible to vote in this election.
Deadline for voter registration is October 5, 2015.

Application for absentee ballots may be made by mail or in person to
the Absentee Ballot Clerk, DeKalb County Elections Division, 4380
Memorial Drive, Suite 300, Decatur, GA 30032, 404-298-4020.

A/G Heating Services Foundation Repair/Waterproofing Plumbing

Casteel Heating & Air - 770-419-7463 | AquaGuard - 678-956-7098 Dupree Plumbing - 770-872-0476

E. Smith Heating & Air - 770-422-1900 ) Greenlee Plumbing - 678-954-1781
Home Theater/Automation Plumb Pros - 770-384-1886

Blinds & Shutters Atlanta Audio & Automation

Classic Blinds & Shutters 404-602-0559 Swimming Pools

678-820-7998 ) Mirage Pools - 770-886-1304
Organic Produce & Food
P Nature’s Garden Express Tree Services

g:g:(;g%?gglszigr?nﬁ78-999-81 29 www.naturesgardenexpress.com AKA Tree Removal - 404-496-5405

Decks/Outdoor Living Outdoor Kitchen/Fireplaces/Gas Logs | Under Deck Systems

Leisure Time Decks - 404-935-0212 | The Mad Hatter - 770-740-8133 Undercover Systems - 678-608-4384

Electrical Services Painting

Casteel Heating & Air - 770-419-7463 | Painting Plus - 404-382-9988
The Painting Company - 678-710-9240
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$10 Gift
Certificate

TRAN AUTO SERVICE

Complete Auto Repair Center
American - Japanese and European cars

For Transferred
Prescriptions
Towards Items
Purchased.

Fast, Reliable & Friendly Service

Our multilingual staff will help
you find exactly what you need
in a fast, reliable manner. Trust
our experience serving our
community needs is our goal.
Supporting Clarkston, Clarkston
High School and Clarkston

Your Satisfaction is

GUARANTEED!

We Accept:
Ul Medicaid
U PeachCare

Medicare

Service advisor:

Service manager:
Khoa Tran

Business Hours

Call or Fax

926 Montreal Rd., Suite 2, Clarkson, GA 30021

Phone: (404) 299-8255
Fax: (404) 299-8219

Sale manager :
Ni Wilson Doan

General manager:
Phuc Tran

Email: info@transautoservice.com

Pharmacy
I Mon-Fri. 9am-7pm  9am-7pm Web: www.transautoservice.com
Us TOd ay. Saturday 9am-7pm 9am-7pm
Sunday 11am-6pm Closed

Phone: 404-292-9777
Fax: 1-877-4691-9276

4202 E Ponce De Leon Avenue, Clarkston, GA 30021

;We ‘ve Got '
Storese

.~ Four different stores and
|| daily changes in inventory,

| means finding the perfect

their original cost.
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